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Presentation Outline

1. Updates since June 2015 PAC meeting

2. Current work efforts
1. Preliminary traffic analysis

2. Alternatives screening

3. Next steps



Update Since June 2015 PAC



Public Outreach
 Open Planning Studio, Clay Arsenal (7/29/15)
 Open Planning Studio, Parkville (8/12/15) 
 Stakeholder meetings (10+)
 Pop-up events (10+)
 Summer newsletter  



Interactive Alternatives Webpage
 View and assess the alternatives
 Provide feedback, ask questions
 i84hartford.com



Interactive Alternatives Webpage



Interactive Alternatives Webpage



Project Schedule

Future phase timeframes are approximateFuture phase timeframes are approximate



Environmental Phase: Schedule



Hartford Railroad Alternatives Study
 Draft report completed 

September 8, 2015
 Examined a range of 

alignments to upgrade the 
line

 Stated that relocating the 
railroad is feasible



Draft Revised I-84 Purpose and Need
 Rail relocation addressed 

as a Goal & Objective
 Revised Purpose and 

Need will be made 
available for PAC review / 
comment



Current Work Efforts: Traffic Analysis



Mainline Analysis
 Interchange spacing
 Lane balance / continuity
 Weave distances



Preliminary Intersection Analysis
 Minimize roadway widths
 Optimize signal operations
 Pedestrian / bicyclist-friendly
 Good / fair / poor

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIWYl7XUoccCFYJPiAodUXsAWw&url=https://miketremblay.wordpress.com/2012/06/12/thoughts-from-the-lets-talk-about-bikes-exhibit-at-bsa-space-boston-ma/&ei=7D7KVYXyJIKfoQTR9oHYBQ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEplf4PVKehSWKbwuHS2BrzQH8DNA&ust=1439404121139462
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIWYl7XUoccCFYJPiAodUXsAWw&url=https://miketremblay.wordpress.com/2012/06/12/thoughts-from-the-lets-talk-about-bikes-exhibit-at-bsa-space-boston-ma/&ei=7D7KVYXyJIKfoQTR9oHYBQ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEplf4PVKehSWKbwuHS2BrzQH8DNA&ust=1439404121139462


Bicyclist and Pedestrian Analysis 
 CRCOG pedestrian and bicycle counts
 City, regional, and special interest plans
 Users

– Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Transit Working Group
– Stakeholder and public meetings
– Open Planning Studios
– Website commenters



Bicyclist and Pedestrian Analysis 
 Incorporating data and information into the 

traffic model
 Balancing intersection lanes with walkability / 

bikeability



Existing Conditions



Alternative 2A: W3-2/E3 (Elevated)



 Limited interchange possibilities
 No connection to Capitol Avenue
 No frontage road
 Poor traffic performance

Alternative 2A: W3-2/E3 (Elevated)



Alternative 3B: W3-2/E2(S) (Lowered)



 Good interchange possibilities
 Connection to Capitol Avenue
 Frontage road
 Good traffic performance

Alternative 3B: W3-2/E2(S) (Lowered)



Alternative 4C (Tunnel)

 Limited interchange possibilities
 Connection to Capitol Avenue
 No Sigourney Street interchange
 Poor traffic performance



CTfastrak
 Keep Union Station as bus hub
 Coordinate with Greater Hartford Transit District
 Maintain CTfastrak during construction
 Relocated railroad affects CTfastrak alignment



CTfastrak (Alternative 3)
Over highway concept  



CTfastrak (Alternative 3)
Under highway concept 



Current Work Efforts: Alternatives Screening



2A (elevated) 10 3
3A, 3B, 3C (lowered) 10 12
4 (tunnel) 1 1

Initial Screening
Using Purpose and Need

Alternative
Options west
of Sigourney

Options east
of Sigourney

West of Sigourney East of Sigourney



Do the options address bridge structure deficiencies?

Initial Screening – Purpose and Need



Initial Screening – Purpose and Need

Do the options address operational and safety deficiencies?



Do the options address mobility deficiencies, including 
traffic performance and bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations?

Initial Screening – Purpose and Need



Initial Screening Results

1. Eliminated, because of critical flaws

2. Set aside, because of moderate/poor performance or more 
analysis needed

3. Continue to be assessed, because best performing

Three categories for all options:



Initial Screening Results
No

Build

Eastern Options Western Options

2A - Elevated 3A – At grade 3B – At grade 3C Alternative 2/3 Tunnel



 Various options in 2A, 3A, and 3B because of 
traffic performance (8 total)

Initial Screening Results
No

Build

Eastern Options Western Options

2A - Elevated 3A – At grade 3B – At grade 3C Alternative 2/3 Tunnel

 Alternatives 4A and 4B because of property 
impacts (2 total)

Ten options eliminated due to critical flaws:



Initial Screening Results

11 options set aside for now:

No
Build

Eastern Options Western Options

2A - Elevated 3A – At grade 3B – At grade 3C Alternative 2/3 Tunnel

 Various western options because of moderate/poor traffic 
performance and one east/west connection (7 total)

 Alternative 4C because of traffic performance / costs (1 
total)

 Alternative 3C because alignment is contingent on 
closure (2 total)

 Alternative 2A: E3 because of traffic performance (1 total)



Initial Screening Results

Started with 150+ alternative combinations

No
Build

Eastern Options Western Options

2A - Elevated 3A – At grade 3B – At grade 3C Alternative 2/3 Tunnel



Initial Screening Results

Started with 150+ alternative combinations



Initial Screening Results
Eastern Options Western Options

Alt. 3A Alternative 3B – At grade Alternative 2/3

No-
Build

 Twelve build alternatives will be further assessed
 Four eastern options
 Three western options

 No-build alternative will continue to be assessed



Alternative 3A: Option E2(S)



Alternative 3B: Option E2(S)



Alternative 3B: Option E3(S)



Alternative 3B: Option E4(S)



Alternative 3A/3B: Option W3-1



Alternative 3A/3B: Option W3-2



Alternative 3A/3B: Option W3-3



Next Steps



Alternatives Screening
• Add additional options to 3-D 

model
• Refine interactive alternatives 

analysis webpage
• Further assess options

150+ Alternatives

Preferred Alternative



Bicycle and Pedestrian Considerations 
 Walking and bicycling are methods of transportation
 Regional routes (e.g. East Coast Greenway) are important
 Improve north-south connections on Broad and Sigourney 

Streets
 Create reconnections

at Flower Street, 
Myrtle Street, and 
others for cross-town
routes



Bicycle and Pedestrian Considerations 

 Narrow existing roadways where appropriate
 Design facilities for all users, ages, abilities
 Create walkable 

intersections
 Add treatments 

and amenities



Upcoming Meetings
Working Groups / Roundtables:
 Traffic and Parking Working Group (10/5)
 Freight Roundtable (11/10)
 Bicycle, Pedestrian, Transit Working 

Group (soon!)
Stakeholders:
 Travelers employees (9/28)
 Hispanic Health Council (10/8)
 Property owners



Upcoming Open Planning Studios

 Today at The Lyceum (12-8 PM)
 11/15 at Hartford Public Library, 

Mark Twain Branch (1:30-7 PM)
 12/10 at Conference of Churches 

(12-8 PM)



Upcoming Public Meetings
 Three meetings in various locations
 East / west locations target commuters / 

travelers
o 10/20 at Whiton Memorial Branch 

Library, Manchester
o 10/22 at Elmwood Community 

Center, West Hartford
o 10/29 at Hartford Public Library, 

Hartford

 Discussion to include the refining of 
alternatives



Thank you for your time!  

Your I-84 Hartford Project Team
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